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Dobry wieczér! Pragne serdecznie powita¢ Szanownych Panstwa
Dear Minister Henryka Moscicka-Dendys,

Representatives of the Government and Parliament,

Members of the Constitutional Tribunal and the Supreme Court,
Religious, civil and military Authorities,

Fellow Ambassadors and Members of the Diplomatic Corps,
distinguished guests,

cari amici dell’ltalia, cari connazionali.

Today we are celebrating the 79% Anniversary of the referendum by
which ltalians opted for a republican and democratic State. Such a
choice was possible also thanks to the bravery of many Polish soldiers
who offered their ultimate sacrifice in Monte Cassino and on other
Italian battlefields.

Closing a dark chapter, on June 2" 1946 millions of Italians expressed
their will for peace, freedom and democracy. This resulted in the
adoption of a Constitution which is — in the words recently used by
President Mattarella - “ambitious in identifying peace and
collaboration as the vocation of the Republic in international



relations”. And the “path of European integration has strengthened
and consolidated” that choice. Precisely, in the coming weeks the
driving role of Italy towards the birth of the EU will be celebrated by
the Foreign Affairs Ministers of European States in Messina, where a
milestone Conference was held in 1955.

These are the same values for which our Ukrainian friends have been
fighting for over three years, following the brutal Russian aggression.
Therefore, it is natural for Italy to be strongly committed to the
security of NATQO’s Eastern Flank and to supporting Ukraine, including
by hosting in Rome - next month - the 2025 Ukraine Recovery
Conference.

Speaking about strategic choices, allow me to congratulate Poland for
successfully promoting many crucial issues during its Presidency of the
EU Council.

Firstly, security and defence, where Europe has made tremendous
advancements. Italy and Poland have been sharing the same approach
in this process, as well as their conviction of the fundamental
importance of transatlantic relations.

| also wish to refer to another shared priority, Enlargement, that we
prefer to see as a historic process of “European reunification”
amongst peoples deserving to find in the EU a common home.

Last, but certainly not least, the efforts, fully supported by lItaly, to
shape more effective migration policies and to foster EU relations with
strategic partners, in Africa, Latin-America and the Indo-Pacific region.

Moving to the bilateral relations, allow me to share just a few, telling
figures.

Last year, our trade exchange almost reached 36 billion Euros. Italy is
Poland’s 4th largest supplier and 6t largest customer in the world. Our
companies provide around 100.000 jobs in Poland and continue to
strengthen their industrial cooperation with Polish counterparts.



However, our relations are much more than business. Italy is the first
touristic destination for Poles. Next Milano-Cortina 2026 Olympic and
Paralympic winter games will certainly further boost a trend in which
skiing tourism plays a relevant role.

Meanwhile, more and more Italians decide to settle in Poland, where
we feel truly cherished and where Italian culture arouses enthusiasm.
A warm friendship that my wife Marta and myself sense every day and
for which we are deeply grateful.

| cannot end this speech without expressing my warmest thanks to all
those who made this event possible:

our generous Sponsors;

the amazing staff of the Italian Embassy that supports me every day;
all the Italian institutions present in Poland;

the outstanding network of our Honorary Consuls;

and, last, but certainly not least, the Warsaw University of Technology.

Please, allow me now to address a few words to my Italian
compatriots.

Cari connazionali, un grazie sincero per il prezioso sostegno che fornite
allimmagine dell’ltalia in Polonia. E una responsabilitd che abbiamo
come squadra e come singoli perché, a ben vedere, siamo tutti in
gualche modo ambasciatori della nostra amata Patria. Sono
orgoglioso di quanto siano apprezzati dagli amici Polacchi il vostro
lavoro e il vostro approccio “all’italiana”.

Per parte mia, vi assicuro che assieme a tutto il personale
dell’Ambasciata e ai COMITES continueremo nel nostro impegno a
migliorare sempre i nostri servizi alla collettivita.

Viva l'ltalia! Niech zyje Polska!



